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IV Sacral Art Plener

Šiluva, Lithuania, 15-24 August 2010
PROJECT INFORMATION.
A project SIGNUM SACRUM was started to be practiced in August, 2007 when a first sacral art plener took place in Šiluva. During the last three years more than 30 artists have participated. SIGNUM SACRUM is an attempt to convey an eternal need of sacrality using a modern artistic language. 
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Evaldas Mikalauskis,     

Tutor of plener 2009, graphic artist: 

“Sacral art does not necessarily has to be exhibited in certain places where it performs it‘s specific function. A man could “discover” it in totally unexpected and untraditional places in comparison to a pilgrim who recognizes certain signs of the sky in his journey.“
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The participants of  Signum Sacrum 2009                                     Workshop at Piligrims house                                                                                                    
HISTORY
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Šiluva first became known in the year 1457 when the nobleman Peter S. Gedgaudas built a church dedicated to the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Apostles SS. Peter and Bartholomew. Huge crowds of the faithful, even from neighboring Protestant Prussia, would flock to this site to celebrate the indulgenced Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  The apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary occurred in 1608 or 1612. Children of the nearby village were shepherding their herd on the land where the church had formerly stood, when they saw a young woman standing on a large rock, holding a baby in her arms and weeping bitterly. One herds boy ran to Šiluva and told the Calvinist catechist about the apparition. The catechist called a teacher, named Solomon, to go with him and together they both approached the aforementioned rock. They also saw the young woman weeping, just as the children saw her. The man asked, "Why are you weeping?" She replied: "There was a time when my beloved Son was worshipped by my people here, but now they plough and sow on this very spot." The catechist and the teacher considered the vision to be the work of an evil spirit, but news of the apparition rapidly spread throughout the area. 
The tradition of pilgrimages to Šiluva on the 13th day of each month has been in existence for more than 20 years. This day is marked by special devotions and prayers requesting the special intercession of the Mother of God.

THE THEME OF PLENER 2010

THE LITTLE SIGNS OF ŠILUVA
What is a sign of saint place that reminds a piligrim his journey? Perhaps the dusts on his cloth or handful of sand in his shoes? A little picture, a glass, metal or clay souvenir made spiritous by the prayer of many people - taken from the ground or created by an artist - a little embodiment or a miracle.
The theme of artistic works of the plener SIGNUM SACRUM  2010 is the historical, religious and art symbols of the venue where the Blessed Virgin Mary announced herself. It may be also art pieces of graphics, painting and water-colours miniatures, ceramics and jewellery, other technics.

PARTICIPATION CONDITIONS

Participants.  

Participants in this plener can be artists of different fields – graphic artists, painters, sculptors, photographers, various means of artistic expressions are acceptable.

Piece of Art  .  

One piece of art designed during the plener has to be left to the organisators of the project. A piece of art has to answer a settled theme, have a persistant value, be suitable for exhibitions and permanent expositions.
Arrival . 
Participants arrive to the plener by their means. Participants from abroad have to arrive by their means to Lithuania.  
             
Accommodation and dining.
All expences of accommodation, dining, excursions and other programs will be defrayed by project organisators. Participants will be accommodated in the pilgrims‘ house of John Paul II in Šiluva.

Working Conditions.

According to the possibilities organisators obligate to organise appropriate working conditions for each participant, provide necessary materials and means. The essential condition of successful cooperation: please introduce your idea to the organisators and coordinate particularity of necessary materials at least 30 days before the plener.
Program.

The intended plener date is August 15-24, 2010. The date can be changed in few days according to the reasons that do not depend on the organisators. The program of the plener include: trips, discussions, thematic evenings.

Contact person. 
Arunas Kazlauskas (coordinator of project )     Phone  +37068224218
                                                                           E-mail   idejuupe@gmail.com
